AFTER   MOTHER   INDIA

Eventually an amended resolution1 was adopted.

Now, in view of the anxiety verbally expressed by
these Hindu legislators, it is interesting to examine, so
far as here possible, the Hindu's active, concrete exer-
tions to help the Untouchables.

That some efforts are being made by the Hindus
themselves to rid their country of this scourge is a
happy reality. And if a list of these helpful activities
were to be compiled, it would appear formidable. Yet'
it would not alter the fact that, in view of the tre-
mendous, the almost overwhelming needs, their total
fruits are microscopic.

The two outstanding Hindu organisations interested
in the reduction of untouchability are the Arya Samaj
and the Brahmo Samaj. The first of these reformed
Hindu sects numbers under half a million members,2
or about one-eighth of i per cent, of India's popula-
tion, although during the decade 1911-21, it increased
in membership 92 per cent. Says the Census Com-
missioner of its work:

The majority of the converts are drawn from
Brahmanic Hindus, but special efforts are made to
secure the reconversion of converts from Hindujsm
to Christianity and Islam and the reclamation of
the depressed classes [Untouchables], to whom the

1 Legislative Assembly Debates, February 23rd, 1928, p. 726.
It reads : 'This Assembly recommends to the Governor General
in Council  to  Issue  directions  to all Local  Governments to
provide special facilities for the education of the untouchables and
other depressed classes, particularly by reserving seats in teachers'
training classes for them and also for opening all public services
to them.*

2 Census of India, 1921, Vol. I, Part I, p. 119.
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